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SUBJECT:POSSIBLE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN LAND HESSEN AND THE 
STATE OF TEXAS 

1 . AT THE REQUEST OE MINISTER PRESIDENT OSSWALD, 

DR. BOVERMANN, STATE SECRETARY IN THE STATE CHANCELLERY 
OF LAND HESSEN, HAS RAISED WITH THE CONSUL GENERAL THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SOME FORM OF PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT 
BETWEEN LAND HESSEN AND ONE OF THE AMERICAN STATES. 
BOVERMANN HAS ALSO INFORMED US THAT THE HAS BEEN 
IN TOUCH WITH AMBASSADOR KREKELER (FRG COORDINATOR FOR 
THE BICENTENNIAL) AND THAT KREKELER MAY HAVE MENTIONED 
THE POSSIBILITY TO GOVERNOR BRISCOE OF TEXAS OR HIS DEPUTY. 
MOREOVER, BOVERMANN HAS TOLD US THAT KREKELER WITH WHOM 
HE HAS BEEN IN TOUCH HAS NO OBJECTION IF THE MATTER IS 
PURSUED THROUGH THIS CONSULATE GENERAL AND THE EMBASSY 
THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

2. AT THIS POINT THE IDEAS ON PART OP THE LAND 

HESSEN GOVERNMENT ARE STILL VAGUE. HOWEVER, THE PACT 
IS THAT THE MINISTER PRESIDENT AND HIS ASSOCIATES ARE 
DEFINITELY INTERESTED IN A 

PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN HESSEN AND ONE OP 
THE AMERICAN STATES, PERHAPS TEXAS. IF THE 
SUGGESTION MEETS WITH INTEREST ON THE AMERICAN SIDE 
THE NEXT STEP MIGHT BE A PREPARATORY VISIT, PERHAPS 
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TO BE FOLLOWED BY RECIPROCAL VISIT OE THE HESSEN MINISTER 
PRESIDENT TO THE APPROPRIATE STATE CAPITAL AND THE 
GOVERNOR OF THE PARTNERSHIP STATE TO THE CITY OE 
WIESBADEN. OTHER ARRANGEMENTS GIVING EEEECT TO A 
PARTNERSHIP COULD BE DISCUSSED DURING THESE VISITS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: IT IS REQUESTED THAT STATE (PA) 

AND/OR USIA EOLLOW UP INITIALLY ON THE DISCUSSION 
WHICH AMBASSADOR KREKELER HAS ACCORDING TO OUR 
INEORMATION, ALREADY HAD WITH GOVERNOR BRISCOE OR 
HIS DEPUTY IN AUSTIN AND ADVISE US ACCORDINGLY. WHILE 
THE LAND HESSEN AUTHORITIES ARE INTERESTED IN FOLLOWING 
UP THE INITIATIVE WITH RESPECT TO TEXAS, THEY ARE 
ENTIRELY WILLING TO CONSIDER ANOTHER STATE FOR SUCH A 
PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT IN THE EVENT THAT TEXAS SHOULD 
EOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER NOT PROVE EEASIBLE. 

IN PRINCIPLE WE BELIEVE THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH 
A LAND TO STATE RELATIONSHIP IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE 
STEP IN THE INTEREST OF CLOSER GERMAN-AMERICAN 
RELATIONS AND THAT WE SHOULD VIGOROUSLY PURSUE THIS 
IDEA.LEHMANN 
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